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When Roman Tam passed away in 2002,
his sisters Ms Tam Man-yuk and Ms Tam
Ming-Yuk found they had more than 3,000
items of memorabilia from his long career.
They began discussing with the staff of the
Hong Kong Heritage Museum their wish to
donate to the Government of the Hong Kong
Special Administrative Region this legacy
left behind by their brother, and in 2006
they generously and unselfishly donated
the Roman Tam collection to the museum,
which they regarded as the best place for it to
be preserved.

Featuring costumes, materials pertaining
to his stage performances, awards, news
clippings, photo albums, posters and many
other mementos from his life, the Roman
Tam collection not only reflects Roman’s
achievements in the local pop music industry,
but also his persistence both in his choice of
profession and in his pursuit of the arts. It is
a wonderful testimony to his brilliant career
as a singer, a performer and an artist.

As part of its mission, the Hong Kong Heritage
Museum is committed to conserving,
exhibiting and conducting research into
local history and culture. The Roman Tam
collection is the museum’s first complete
collection to focus on a local pop music
artist, and it therefore holds significant

meaning for the preservation of local
popular culture. Moreover, the collection
has considerable value as a reference source
for research into Roman’s life and career
and into the development of popular music
in Hong Kong. So the donation is very
exciting in the light of developing a museum
collection dedicated to local popular culture.
It is hoped that both people in the industry
and the general public will continue to
donate items of historical and cultural value
to the museum, so that our local popular
culture can be preserved in a systematic
manner.

The Roman Tam collection includes the
awards he received throughout his career and
the costumes, props, advertising materials
and photos used for his concerts and stage
performances. It can be broadly categorized
as follows:

Awards

Roman Tam enjoyed an excellent reputation
in the music industry and received countless
awards. The collection includes the
Champion Award of Japan for Singers that
he received in 1975 as the first non-Japanese
winner, the Radio Television Hong Kong
Golden Needle Award, the honorary prize
Roman received at the 20th Anniversary of

the TVB Jade Solid Gold Awards as well



as Gold and Platinum Discs from the IFPI
(Hong Kong Group) Limited. In addition to
the awards presented by the popular music
industry, the collection includes trophies
celebrating Roman’s personal achievements,
such as the Ten Outstanding Young Persons
Award.

Costumes

Roman was well known for wearing eye-
catching, trend-setting fashions on stage,
and the collection includes costumes Roman
wore when he was performing in nightclubs,
at the Academy Community Hall and during
the Roman Tam's Vivid Stage concert in 1996
as well as ones he dressed up in for magazine
photo shoots and album covers. Roman
placed a great deal of emphasis on matching
his clothes to his performances and liked to
reveal pioneering new styles in his shows by
using different types of props such as glasses
and microphone.

Costumes and materials on stage
performances

Using his own funds, Roman produced two
classic Chinese stories for the stage, A Tale
of White Snake in 1982 and A Letter from
Liuyi in 1984. The collection includes the
script, photos and music tapes from A Tale of
White Snake and the stage costumes, props

and stage design from A Letter from Liuyi.
Roman was very fond of ethnic arts. At the
Artist Guild Awards presentation ceremony
in 1992, he performed Mei Lanfang’s classic
Drunken Princess, and the costume that he
wore for that performance is also showcased
in the collection.

Photo albums, slides and news
clippings

Roman was a keen archivist of materials
related to his own performances, and the
collection includes news clippings that he
preserved from the very start of his artistic
career and photo albums that he compiled as
well as slides from the Farewell Lee Theatre
Concert by Roman Tam in 1991.

Promotional posters and programmes
The collection features promotional posters
for concerts and albums, plus invitation
cards and programmes from music award
ceremonies.

Others

The collection is rounded off by mementos
such as acknowledgement certificates, the
objects of “Choreography Workshop” and

other memorabilia.
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From an early age, Roman loved to sing.
With a good voice and natural feel for a
beat, he had a gift for music. When he was a
student, he joined amateur works groups to
practice ethnic singing and dancing. He was
a big fan of Cantonese Opera and for a long
time wanted to become a Cantonese Opera
actor.

Roman settled in Hong Kong in 1962.
The city offered a lot of opportunities for
youngsters and in 1963 Roman entered
the Tissot Watch Singing Contest. He was
second runner-up. Though not a grand prize,
it encouraged him to embark on a career in
the music industry. He set out the motto for
his life in the lyrics of one of his songs: “I live
my life with persistence, and I rely on my
ambition to move ahead in time.”

Roman quickly gained great fame in Hong
Kong’s popular music industry with songs
such as 7he Romantic Swordsman and Bright
Future that were extremely popular with
both local people and overseas Chinese.
The applause, cheers and encores from his
music fans moved him deeply and gave him
enormous encouragement. He vowed to
himself that he would dedicate his life to the
arts and that he would never give up.

Every time he sang on stage, Roman

dedicated all his efforts to doing his best.
He not only sang whole-heartedly and
danced gracefully, but he also insisted on
wearing glamorous costumes. He demanded
perfection in every aspect. He always said,
“People come to watch me singing and to
support me, so I must deliver the ultimate
audio and visual experience for everyone’s
enjoyment. Otherwise, I will be guilty and
think that I have treated my music fans

badly.”

Roman was fond of ethnic songs and dances
as well as stage operas. To pursue his ideals
and achieve the breakthroughs in what he
wanted to achieve, he never held back from
making bold experiments. He devoted both
his energy and money to the establishment
of the “Choreography Workshop” to train up
young dancers. Joining forces with a team of
friends in the performing arts industry, he
produced and performed in A Tale of White
Snake and A Letter from Liuyi, two classic
stage plays. He thus succeeded in bringing
ethnic flavours to Hong Kong’s popular

music.

Roman was a keen fan of the traditional
Chinese opera arts. He said, “Beijing Opera
is a national art. As an artist, one must learn
a little bit of it and appreciate its spirit.” On

location shooting the movie The Twilight of
the Forbidden City in Beijing, he practiced
and rehearsed with Beijing Opera teachers
every time he had a rest day, and later at
the Artist of the Year Awards he delivered a
successful excerpt from Mr Mei Lanfang’s

classic Beijing Opera piece Drunken Princess.

Roman grew up in Guangzhou, and he
retained strong feelings for his hometown.
Even when he left, he held onto the dream
he had cherished since he was a child: to
perform on stage at Zhongshan Memorial
Hall, the hall of fame for the arts in
Guangzhou. He finally realised his dream
in 1985, when he held his own concert at
the hall. This was the first time a Hong
Kong singer had ever given a personal
solo concert in mainland China, and it
kicked off the “Roman Tam Hurricane”
that rocked Guangzhou for a while and
inspired a number of singers in mainland
China to copy Roman’s style. Roman and
Guangzhou’s “Roman Tam Junior” later
became good friends.

Roman’s great love was Cantonese Opera.
As a young boy growing up in Guangzhou,
he was influenced by Cantonese Opera.
Trying to gain admittance into Cantonese



Opera school, he came up with many ideas
to receive training, even managing to receive
guidance from some famous Cantonese
Opera stars. Despite the reputation he earned
in Hong Kong’s music industry, Roman never
gave up his passion for Cantonese Opera. He
performed more than satisfactory renditions
of excerpts from classical Cantonese Opera
pieces many times, including Butterfly Lovers
and Peony’s Pavilion, and he even produced
an album of Cantonese Opera named
Roman Tam’s Premiere with his friends in
Guangzhou’s Cantonese Opera circles to

fulfil his wish.

Roman set great store by collecting and
compiling material about his singing career.
He paid serious attention to reviews in the
media as a way to learn and continuously
improve himself. Beginning in the 1970s,
he pasted the reports and reviews about him
from newspapers and magazines into his
own bound books. He stuck to this task for
30 years, compiling more than 70 books
of this kind. His serious approach and his

persistence were really admirable.

Hong Kong nurtured and facilitated Roman’s
success, and in return Roman loved Hong
Kong. It was the best place in the world, he
used to say. The song Below the Lion Rock

demonstrated his deep feeling for Hong
Kong. For many years, Roman voluntarily
and enthusiastically took part in fund-raising
events for charitable organisations that served
the people of Hong Kong. He even travelled
overseas to take part in Chinese charitable
functions, which added honour to Hong
Kong people.

Roman understood the importance of
heritage and succession. He taught many
students and helped bring up the younger
generation. He was strict and serious in his
teaching and was instrumental in injecting
fresh blood into Hong Kong’s music industry.

It is now five years since Roman left us. But
he dedicated many wonderful songs to us
that remain with us everyday. Inspiring us to
continue working hard, these songs record
chapters of Hong Kong’s story.

We have donated the entire collection of
Roman’s memorabilia from his artistic career
to the citizens of Hong Kong, as we believe
this is the most meaningful way for these
items to be owned. All of the memorabilia are
now preserved at the Hong Kong Heritage
Museum, where they are in the most proper,
safe and complete custody and where they
can become a valuable part of Hong Kong’s
heritage.

Let us finish with more lyrics from one of his
songs:

“I am singing the wishes under my heart,
and the wishes of my life.

1 am singing the fantasy in my soul.

We will create a new look and a new
style.

My life will always sing for days of

tomorrow.”

This was Roman Tam. He spent his entire
life pursuing his ideals and in that way he
was representative of Hong Kong people. He
lives on in the songs he has left us.

Tam Man-yuk
Tam Ming-yuk
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1945

Originally named Tam Pak-sin, Roman Tam

was born in Baise, Guangxi, China.

1956
He joined the Amateur Dancers Team of the
Cultural Centre for the Youth in Guangzhou

during junior secondary school.

1962

He moved from Guangzhou and settled
in Hong Kong. He performed in the band
T.N.T. after work.

1968

As he was fond of Beatles, Roman Tam
formed his own amateur band named
“Roman and the Four Steps” to perform
English songs in bars, and produced an EP
named Day Dream. He then participated in
the “Chinese Folk Song” Singing Contest
in his personal capacity. Roman Tam was
appreciated by Wang Fuling, a famous
composer, who introduced him to perform
in the soundtracks of several films, such as
The Burglar Tenor, Tribute to Youth and The
Consideration for Love, and first entered the
music industry.

1972

He formed the “Lover’s Duet” with Lydia
Shum, a popular television and movie star.
The group performed in Hong Kong and
South East Asia frequently.

1974

After breaking up from the “Lover’s Duet”,
he signed a contract with a Japanese record
company, and received vocal training in

Japan for three years.

1975

“Champion Award of Japan for Singers” was

a singing contest held by Yomiuri Telecasting
Corporation in Japan, which was shown
every week on television in Japan. Roman
Tam was the first non-Japanese singer who

won the Champion Award in this contest.

1976
He sang the theme song for a dubbed

Japanese drama Bright Future shown on
TVB. The song was very popular in Hong
Kong, and established Roman Tam’s position
in the music industry. Since then, he sang
many theme songs for highly-rated television
dramas, including A House Is Not A Home,

The Romantic Swordsman, and The Colossus,

11



that were fond of by people in Hong Kong
and overseas Chinese, in particular The
Romantic Swordsman.

1977
He held 15 sessions of personal concert at
Lee Theatre.

1979

He was the first artist from Hong Kong to
perform in The Royal Albert Hall in the
United Kingdom. During the same year,
he was invited to hold personal concert
at Madison Square Garden in New York,
United States, and O’Keefe Centre in
Canada.

He sang the theme song of a television drama
Below the Lion Rock produced by Radio
Television Hong Kong, which has become a
classical gold song that is still being enjoyed
nowadays.

1981

He established the “Choreography
Workshop” with his own funds, so as to train
youth fond of dancing.

1982
He produced A Tale of White Snake, which

was the first Cantonese stage play, with his
own funds. The play was performed for 22

sessions in Lee Theatre, with performers
including Liza Wang, Michelle Yim and Lo
Hoi-pang.

1983

He received the Ten Outstanding Young
Persons Award.

1984

He produced A Letter from Liuyi, which was
the second Cantonese stage play, again with
his own funds. The play was performed for
25 sessions in Lee Theatre with performers
including Susanna Au-yeung, Lo Hoi-

pang and students from the Choreography
Workshop. During the same year, Roman
Tam’s Master Concert was held.

1985

He was invited by the Cultural Exchange
Commission of Guangdong Province to hold
7 sessions of personal concert at Zhongshan
Memorial Hall in Guangzhou. Roman Tam
was the first Hong Kong singer to perform
publicly in mainland China. During the
same year, he was awarded the Honourable
Prize of Jade Solid Gold by TVB to praise his
contribution to performing arts for the past
years.

1988
He was awarded the “Singer of the Year (Pop
Group)” in the Artist of the Year Awards

presented by the first session of Hong Kong
Artists’ Guild.

1989

He held 14 sessions of concert named JUST
FOR YOU PART I at the newly completed
Hong Kong Cultural Centre. During the
same year, he held 3 concerts, namely JUST
FOR YOU PART II, Roman Tam: Classics for
Today, and JUST FOR YOU PART III. There
were 44 sessions held in one year, which
broke the performance record for the artists
at that time.



1991

As the architecture Lee Theatre with
a hundred years of history would be
demolished, Farewell Lee Theatre Concert by
Roman Tam was held for memorial purpose.
The income from ticketing was donated to
Po Leung Kuk for charity purpose. Lydia
Shum and Liza Wang, who were long time
partners of Roman Tam, were invited to
perform in the concert. During the same

year, he went to Beijing for the making of the
movie The Twilight of the Forbidden City.

1992

He was awarded the “Golden Needle Award”
of the 14th Top Ten Chinese Gold Songs
Award by Radio Television Hong Kong.

1994

4 sessions of personal concert named Naughty
Lover + Brilliant Artist* Roman Tam * Different
Dimensions of Roman were held at the Hong
Kong Coliseum.

1995

He was selected as one of the “Ten Most
Outstanding Stars Volunteer” by Radio
Television Hong Kong.

1996

On 2nd August, Roman Tam announced to
retire from the performing arts industry, in
which he had worked for 25 years, after the
conclusion of the concert Roman Tam’s Vivid
Stage. In order to pay tribute to Roman Tam,
TVB produced a special music programme
named Glimmering Coronation, with the
participation by various artists, and he was

titled the “Godfather of Cantopop”.

1998

He continued to contribute to the music
industry through teaching many students

and bringing up the younger generation.

1999

The concert From Russia with Love was
jointly held with the Russia Philharmonic
Orchestra. It was the last concert performed
by Roman Tam in Hong Kong before he was
diagnosed with cancer.

2002

He was awarded the “Gold Song Silver
Jubilee Award” of the 24th Top Ten Chinese
Gold Songs Award by Radio Television Hong
Kong. Roman Tam passed away on 18th
October at an age of 57. He was awarded

the “20th Anniversary Honourary Prize” of
2002 Jade Solid Gold by TVB in 2003.

13
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Roman Tam wore this costume with peacock

feathers when performing in concert Roman
Tam’s Vivid Stage.
1996
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The costume was worn by Roman Tam when
he was taking photographs for the cover of the
album Midsummer’s Night.

1981

15
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Roman Tam wore this costume in a
photography session for a magazine.
1970s-1980s
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Stage costume for the performance Drunken
Princess

1992

In the 1991 Artist of the Year Awards
presentation ceremony held on 8th March
1992, Roman Tam wore this stage costume to
perform Mei Lanfang’s classical piece, Drunken
Princess.

17
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Costume for the stage play 4
Letter from Linyi

1984

The costume was worn by
Roman Tam to play the role of
the scholar, Liuyi.

(HBMEE) &R

19844

Accessories for the stage play A Letter from
Liuyi

1984
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Champion Award of

Japan for Singers
1975

It was a singing
contest held by
Yomiuri Telecasting
Corporation in
Japan, which was
shown every week on
television in Japan.
There were five
professional singers

participating in the
contest each time.

(GCEALYY-EN HE U B AR Yomiuri BAR & AR 8 [2 B ARG
19824 EFE] WEEEMS

Any singer who
won the first in the

Libretto of A Tale of White Snake 19754 contest for ten times

1982 Roman Tam received the Champion Award of  would receive the Champion Award. Roman
Japan for Singers in a singing contest held by ~ Tam was the first non-Japanese singer who won
Yomiuri Telecasting Corporation in Japan. the Champion Award in this contest.

1975
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Gold Camel Award for
Top Ten Singers

1978

It was a singing contest
jointly organized by the
Wah Kiu Yat Po and
National Paint Factory.
Singers with awards
would participate in
the award presentation
ceremony, which had
been an important

event in the pop music industry for years.
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19784

BXEERERNEER UNERTD) F4E
RHBEEZ P B B R ES B HE
KHEo

Platinum Disc for the album The Romantic
Swordsman

1978

Roman Tam sang the theme song of TVB’s
costume drama The Romantic Swordsman so
well that every people in Hong Kong knew the
song. The album won the Platinum Disc Award.

(RT#E) 28

19794

Gold Disc for the album Game of Death
1979
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The trophy of Jade Solid Gold for the forth 9944 Eyeglasses used by Roman Tam in performing
quarter of 1989 The microphone used to perform Naughty Lover ~ the song In the Laserbeam
Winning Song: Giving to the Person I Love Most  in the concert named Naughty Lover » Brilliant 1980s-1990s
on Earth Artist ® Roman Tam * Different Dimensions of

Roman

1994
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The Golden Needle Award of the 14th Top Ten
Chinese Gold Songs Award (1991)

**'+IE)§J(ZOOI)+i(43X/i\E‘J [4 i R A2

A R
The Gold Song Silver Jubilee Award of the 24th
Top Ten Chinese Gold Songs Award (2001)

T AR
19834

Ten Outstanding Young Persons Award
1983
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1970% 19804 1%
Roman’s photo albums
1970s-1980s

i

1970% 198041
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News clippings

1970s-1980s

Roman Tam paid a lot of attention to preserving
information about his performances, and these
were a portion of his clippings compiled since
he commenced his career as an artist.

YotamiFcaTe of ArrrEciation

iy

Mr Ko Tar
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19954

Certificate of Appreciation presented to Roman
Tam by the Chief Secretary to recognize his
contribution to promoting exchanges between
Hong Kong and Japan.

1995
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Farewell Lee Theatre Concert by Roman Tam — Roman Tam’s Vivid Stage concert poster
concert poster 1996
1991
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Photo taken in childhood Roman Tam in his younger days 19624
1950s 1960s Roman Tam moved from Guangzhou and

settled in Hong Kong. He performed in the
band T.N.T. after work.
1962
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BXYHMERSEK [BEXETSAER] -
19684

Roman Tam had formed an amateur band
“Roman and the Four Steps”.

1968

=
2
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1960Z 197041

Famous composer Wang Fuling recommended

= A

Roman Tam to perform in the soundtracks of
Shaw’s films.
1960s-1970s

!

R U M O R R R TR B SR
B> BRE RSN R A0 R
19724

In the early stage of the performance of Roman
Tam, he formed the “Lover’s Duet” with Lydia
Shum. They not only performed in Hong Kong,
but also made concerts tour around the South-east
Asia.

1972
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19794
Roman Tam received the Platinum Disc Award

1979

B EREARE—fE (A -
19824¢

Roman Tam, Liza Wang and Michelle Yim
performed in A Tale of White Snake.

1982

BXEBENF LAY FEEEEE >
ONERTIY Fn (K8 TEENT2WAT
19854

Roman Tam sang in the concert which was held

at Zhongshan Memorial Hall in Guangzhou.

His famous songs 7he Romantic Swordsman
and A House is not a Home were very popular in
Guangzhou.

1985

27
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Roman Tam had performed
a number of shows at the
Lee Theatre. After knowing
the theatre would be
demolished, Farewell Lee
Theatre Concert by Roman
Tam was held in 1991 for
memorial purpose. This
photograph shows the Lee
Theatre in the 1980s.

(RXEAANAE) HBEAE

19914

The souvenir trophy for the Farewell Lee
Theatre Concert by Roman Tam

1991
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Roman Tam posing for photography
1980s
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19804 1 19904-1X A Song for the People’s Mind
Roman Tam on the stage Roman Tam on the stage 2002

1980s 1990s Booklet for Roman Tam's funeral ceremony
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