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Now let us start our Dunhuang Caves adventure to find out more about this cultural heritage.
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Dunhuang was an important hub

on the Silk Road and a metropolis oF 5 B EEE D

in ancient China. It was located on Tianzhu

the western border of the Central (Present-day India)
Plains of China and the eastern edge

of the Western Regions (a historic

term referring to regions west of the

Ly

Extra Information

Central Plains). It was an inevitable
stop between the Silk Road and the
Central Plains. People of different
nationalities stationed in or passed

D000 00o0o0o0oOoo0ooooooooooao Eastbound from Dunhuang, the route went past the Hexi corridor
O000MOOO00o0o0oo0oooooooon and reached the ancient capitals of Chang’an (present-day
Xi’an) and Luoyang. Westbound from Dunhuang, the southern

[oobbhooomoobooomooaon route of the Silk Road skirted the northern slopes of the Kunlun
00000 MO0 Moo ogooooonon Mountains, passed through Khotan (present-day Hetian), crossed

0000000000000 00O00O0O0O0O0maO the Par'nir Mountains. and reached Dayuezhi (present-day
geographical location of Dunhuang, NOOMOMmOO0mMo00ooooomon Afghanistan) and Parthia (present-day Iran). Beyond the Yumen

all you have to do is to insert the ; Pass, the northern route of the Silk Road ran along the southern
following place names into the 00000 OO00ooom@ooooooooon slopes of the Heavenly Mountains, passed through Gaochang

appropriate boxes on the map. Then (present-day Turfan) and Qiuci (present-day Kucha), and crossed
you will have a clearer idea. the Pamir Mountains to reach Dayuan (present-day Ferghana)

through Dunhuang, and different

cultures converged and impacted here.

Dunhuang Caves is therefore the

crystallisation of diverse cultures.

To find out the uniqueness of the

and Kangju (present-day Samarkand).
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Photo by Sun Zhijun
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The first rock-cut cave at Dunhuang was gbobooboboon
boorioooooooooooo constructed by Lezun in 366. Lezun was During the Northern Wei period, since
bo DbUbd a . was advocated by the

121 BC, Huo Qubing drove away the Xiongnu rulers, the activities of cutting caves and

people. Dunhuang was incorporated into the

sculpting statues began to flourish at

territory of the Mogao Caves.
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The Han court established the Four Prefectures

of Hexi, namely Wuwei, Zhangye, Jiuquan, and China was very powerful during the

on the most western end.

dynasty. Cultural

exchange between China and the West
was frequent, and cave construction

reached its peak at Dunhuang.
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The Anshi Rebellion that broke out in the 14" year of the
1036000 O OO u

goboooooobooonoo

Tianbao reign (755) marked the beginning of the decline
of the Tang dynasty. The seized this
opportunity to occupy Dunhuang in 781 and ruled In 1036, Dunhuang was occupied by the
Dunhuang for more than 80 years. Its rulers continued to and subsequently came under

promote the construction of Mogao Caves. its rule for nearly two hundred years.
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In the 2™ year of the Dazhong reign (848) of the 0000000000 000n After the closed the
Tang dynasty, Zhang Yichao, a native of Dunhuang, In 1227, Dunhuang was ruled by the Due Jiayu Pass, Dunhuang became a region

overthrew Tibetan rule and sent an envoy to beyond the western frontier. Since then, it

to the rise of the Maritime Silk Route and the territorial

declare allegiance to the Tang court. The became a desolate place and declined.

expansion of the Mongol Empire and the Yuan dynasty

Tang court bestowed on him the title of at that time, Dunhuang gradually lost its significance as

Military Commissioner. Thus began the the gateway between China and the West.
period of Dunhuang which
lasted from the late Tang dynasty through the

Five Dynasties and Northern Song periods.
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Dunhuang Caves is a broad term for
all the rock-cut caves in the Dunhuang
area. The term includes Mogao Caves,
Western Thousand Buddha Caves,
Yulin Caves, Eastern Thousand
Buddha Caves and Five Temple Caves
shown in the map.
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Try to circle the right answer to test how well you know about the
rock-cut caves at Dunhuang.

(1] o e o 8 L T
Which is the largest of all rock-cut caves at Dunhuang?

‘ ooo ‘ ooo

Western Thousand Yulin Caves Mogao Caves

Buddha Caves
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Which is the earliest of all extant rock-cut caves at Mogao Caves?

EEN HEN
Northern ‘ Western ‘
Liang period Xia period

O
Tang dynasty
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Which dynasty constructed the largest number of rock-cut caves?
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; Sui dynasty Tang dynasty Yuan dynasty
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The caves come in three main architectural forms, namely meditation

cave, central-pillared cave and hall cave. There are also great Buddha cave
and Nirvana cave. Can you match the pictures of the caves with various
architectural forms?
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Cave Nirvana Cave Hall Cave
Buddha 5 g e e .o
G me suggestss there 1sahug)e Central-plllal‘eq Cav. TR (It holds a statue of the Nirvana 10 o o o R (The main wall holds a niche containing
(As the na Buddha inside the cave: (There is a stﬂpa-hke. square % " Buddha, which runs the entire R Buddhist statues. The square principal chamber
statue of ghe niches on four sides inside ghe ey breadth of the cave.) RgditatiogyCyie id spective. It is a venue for
believers could walk around the pillar to : (There are cells inside the cave for allf)v'vs a wi f;fpe)r P :
pay homage.) monks to practise meditation.) ShsicLapvonT
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Dunhuang Cave Art
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Storyteller
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SIalslalalalalalatatatalalals - £ Entering the womb riding on an elephant
Many Buddhist stories are depicted on ) - — S SR e Jh o
the murals of Dunhuang. They include OO0 D0 OO0 ooooooooon
jataka stories, avadana stories, and ¥ gﬁg%};\y&ﬁgngmn Queen Maya, mother of Sakyamuni, dreamt of a
the extraordinary life of Sakyamuni. bodhisattva entering her womb riding on a white
Abstract religious doctrines were elephant, an omen indicating that a sacred person
presented in the form of vivid would be born on earth.
paintings to help promote Buddhist D 0 D D_D 0o
ideology and to educate and enlighten E—— King Sibi Jataka
sentient beings. Copy by Guan Jinwen Odooobooooooooooooonmn
d Gao Sh
e 000000000000
In order to save the hawk and the dove at the same
000000000000 00000000O0000O0onon time, King Sibi agreed to sacrifice himself by cutting
out his flesh to feed the hawk and to ransom the dove.
S e T O00d0ddooooooooooodoooooooooonn
O o EE o o EEo O0o00doodoooomoooooooooooooooon O0oo00ooonon
L B0 OO e o Inside the exhibition gallery you will find many narrative paintings. Do you King Vilenjeli Jataka ooooooon D
T LY The Four Encounters — Life Story of the Buddha
Oo0000ooooooooooononao
Qi 0 aie Above are paintings selected from some jataka stories about the previous lives of bboboodoodooodoodoud
Jataka stories are accounts of the the Buddha and also from his life as Sakyamuni. Can you match these paintings ooooooo gooo
virtuous deeds .of Sak.yamuni in his with the relevant stories? (Please insert the letters representing the answers into To pursue Buddhism, King Vilenjeli allowed others Having encountered an old man by the East Gate,
nifgeroys preyicys pirths. the star-shaped spaces.) to drive a thousand nails into his body. the Prince was distressed by the thought that sentient
Stories about the extraordinary life beings had to suffer the pain of aging.
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000U oo Here ‘sitra painting’ refers to a huge painting illustrating ENOENE

0000000000000 0000000000 the content of a certain Buddhist text. Below are two siitra The Buddha preaching
paintings depicting the Paradise of the West. Please try to
&gy ooobboooobooooooodaooodo identify the four common elements on the right from the two ag
oooooon paintings and insert the numbers representing these elements into Orchestra
N" the boxes.

[ e ]
Pond of Seven Treasures
[ 4]
Dancers
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12 Iustration of Amitayurdhyana Siitra North wall of Mogao Cave 45 Copy by Wu Rongjian, Ma Yuhua and Shen Shuping Siitra tableau illustrating the Paradise of the West South wall of Mogao Cave 220 Copy by Li Qigiong, Fan Xianggang, Wan Gengyu, Ouyang Lin, Li Zhenfu,
Liu Yuquan, Duan Wenjie, Li Fu and Jiang Hao
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All the Dunhuang tiles and caisson ceilings in the Dunhuang caves are decorated with
beautiful motifs. Come to the “Dunhuang Fun Corner”, rub out the patterns you like and
bring them home as souvenirs!

oo
Bodhisattva

o
Buddha

og
Guardian Warrior

oo oooooon

Please cut and adhere the images from the last page

onto the appropriate boxes.

00
Disciple

oo

Heavenly King
15
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g, L ol . Now please refer to the abovementioned styles as well as the costumes and makeup of
S the ladies shown below, and then do makeup for the Uighur lady on the left, design a
costume for her and adorn her with various ornaments. Then apply colour and create a
ooooooooeldooonon unique image for her!
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This is a donors’ portrait in Mogao Cave 61,
painted in the Five Dynasties period. The four ladies in
the portrait are the wives and daughters of Cao Yijin, the
supreme ruler of Dunhuang during the period when the
Guiyijun regime was headed by the Cao Family. One of
the ladies in this portrait was formerly a Uighur princess,
who was then the wife of Cao Yijin. Another lady was his
daughter who was married to the Uighur Khagan.

Costume and makeup styles of Uighur ladies
* A peach-shaped crown with phoenix design is worn
upon their head.

e Floral hairpins and ornaments with dangling
accessories are inserted into their hair.

e Strands of sese beads are wound around their neck.

¢ Narrow-sleeved brocaded robe with curved lapels are
worn on their body.

e Their face is highlighted with rouge and decorated with
applique huadian ornaments.

" . k.
0000000 OO00b0eld OODO OOO OO 17
Portrait of Uighur princess and related female donors Mogao Cave 61 Copy by Wan Gengyu and Feng Zhongnian

16
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Familiar Scenes

LU FY LI
Murals’of
Dunhuang Caves

00 00 OO oooo
Washing hair Farming Playing chess game Casting fishing net

—Li-aragepagapa
Mid-20" century
Hong Kong

B 000000000
Collection of the Hong Kong Heritage Museum

A 0000000
Provided by the Information Services Department
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Discovery of the
Library Cave
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In the late Qing period in 1900, the
Daoist Wang Yuanlu accidentally
discovered the Library Cave while
clearing the sand accumulated in
the passageway of Mogao Cave 16.
While this discovery has brought
to light again the precious cultural
artefacts inside the cave, the unusual
historical scenario in China in the
early 20" century has caused these
relics to suffer disastrous damage and
the majority being dispersed abroad.
However, this has also caused the
Dunhuang relics to be known around
the world. Many scholars began to
study the Dunhuang documents,
subsquently engendering a specific
discipline called ‘Dunhuangology’.

—_

Gl -

00D O Photo provided by:
© National Portrait Gallery, London

0000 Photo provided by:

Musée Guimet, |"'
Paris, Dist. RMN-Grand Palais /
image musée Guimet / Imaginechina
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The following figures had profound influence on the dispersal of the cultural relics
in the Library Cave. Do you know who they are?

0000 Photo provided by:
The British Library Board, Photo 392/26(327)
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goood
The Daoist Wang Yuanlu

uggooooooo
The Hungarian-British Aurel Stein

goooono
The French Paul Pelliot

F o
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The artefacts of the Library Cave are
extremely diverse and almost all-inclusive
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in variety. They include works on painting,

medicine, dance, music, geography and
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calligraphy, literature, astronomy, mathematics,

Do you know what they are? Please put the correct

answers in the boxes.

A
B

I I T o g R P g VM s
LA TR Tt (Y o B B TS Y
(8138 T [ Tl A [ L =fiT [l (SNSRI
IR g R o o 12l 2

.lu._-m.__._..r .ﬂ*.“qld_f_
S A eingdey h_r,:__re.___..f
i r.hﬂ..fﬂll.u..?_...__ et I T s i s e
L_-H.: e = S ooz S e B o] 48 o y 3
S B T A5 S o s - :
(FER Pkl d v bgingm o
SRR =5 vin o o o]
55 8RB e e

0 000 Photo provided by:
The British Library Board, Or.8210/P.2

-
=
<
o
e
=
2
g
2
=]
Q
<

O
(!
O

22




24

EFEREL

Dunhuang in Turmoil
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Although the Library Cave was
discovered in 1900 by the Daoist
Wang Yuanlu, the degenerating Qing
court had no energy at all to attend
to Dunhuang Caves. By the early
Republican period, political situation
in China was still chaotic. In the 1930s
and 1940s, some scholars and artists,
either self-financed or with funds
painstakingly procured from the
Republican government, travelled afar
to Dunhuang to investigate, copy and
record the relics. Their action aroused
the attention of some intellectuals who
then appealed for the protection of
Dunhuang Caves. In 1944, the National
Dunhuang Art Institute was founded,
putting an end to the negligence of
Dunhuang Caves.
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The following persons have either travelled afar to Dunhuang to
copy the murals and investigate the relics during the Republican
period, or exerted great effort to appeal for the protection of
Dunhuang Caves, or dedicated large part of their lifetime to
Dunhuang. Do you know who they are?

pod

Yu Youren

0000 Photo
0 0 0 OFOTOE

ooo

provided by:
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Please try to write the letters representing the above persons in the
boxes next to the correct descriptions given below.

(] w8 T o A

First Director of the Dunhuang Cultural Relics Research Institute; also
reputed as ‘The Guardian of Dunhuang Caves’.

(o 1w 1 o o
(o] T o

He raised some funds and travelled afar from Sichuan to Dunhuang
with a retinue comprising dozens of people including his family,
students, nephews, lamas and fellow painters. He stayed in Dunhuang
for three years to copy the murals.

(o] 8 R 8 T T o

He submitted a proposal to the Republican government about the
setting up of the Dunhuang Art Institute.

(0] T T

He was the first Chinese artist copying Dunhuang murals.

25



26

EIFEREL

Establishing an
Unbroken Lineage
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Since the 1940s and 1950s, batches of
young people had come to work at
Dunhuang Caves. They lived a very
hard life. Please take a look at the
photographs here. Do you know what
they are doing?
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Episodes in Life
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Fig.1

Fig.2

Fig.3

Fig.4

Fig.5

The Institute did not own any
car until 1965. Before that,
the staff usually travelled on
bullock carts.

Due to shortage of food, the
staff opened up wild area to
cultivate crops.

Since Dunhuang was located
in a desert region suffering
constant water shortage, the
staff had to break the ice on a
frozen river to obtain water.

Copying murals was one of the
main tasks of the staff in the
early days. This photograph
shows the artist Madam Li
Qigiong in work. Some of her
works are also among our
exhibits!

In the 1940s, since the plank
walkways on the facade of
Mogao Caves were already
damaged, the staff could only
climb into the caves using a
long ladder.

27
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The preservation of Dunhuang Caves relied solely on the effort of
their staff over the past 70 years. Whose work and life episodes shown

in the exhibition gallery have impressed you most? Please note these

episodes and write your thoughts here.
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Unit One: Geographical Location of Dunhuang

1. 0 0 Chang’an 2. [0 [0 Dunhuang
3.0 00 Khotan 4.0 0 Quici
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Unit Two: Flying Across the History Timeline of Dunhuang

1. (e) 2. (i) 3.(f) 4. () 5.(h) 6.(a) 7.(c) 8.(b) 9.(g) 10.(d)
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Unit Three: About Dunhuang Caves
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Facts to Know about the Rock-Cut Caves

1 000 Mogao Caves 2 [0 [0 Northern Liang period
3 [0 Tang dynasty

O00D00O0QOQO Matching the Caves by Architectural Forms
1 00O 0O Great Buddha Cave

2 OO0O000 Central-pillared Cave

3 O O O Nirvana Cave

4 0 0 Meditation Cave

5 00 O Hall Cave
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Unit Four: Core Content of Dunhuang Cave Art

00000 Storyteller
1.B 2.D 3.A 4C

000000 About Sitra Painting
(O OO Inproperorder) 3241

O000O0O000QO Identifying the Painted Stucco Statues of Dunhuang

toeat

Bodhisattva Disciple Guardian Buddha Heavenly
Warrior King
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Unit Five: Library of the Walls - Encyclopaedia of the Middle Ages

00O 00O Familiar Scenes
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Mid-20% century Hong Kong
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>< Washing hair
2 oad b

Farming

3 gd c
>< Playing chess game
4. oooo d

Casting fishing net

Murals of Dunhuang Caves
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Unit Six: Discovery of the Library Cave

00000 Guess Who They Are
1.000000000Q0 TheHungarian-British Aurel Stein
2.0 0000 TheDaoist Wang Yuanlu

3. 000 0O 0O O The French Paul Pelliot

00000000 Aboutthe Cultural Relics in the Library Cave
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Unit Seven: Dunhuang in Turmoil
00O O 0O O Important Historical Figures
(DO0DODOO0OO0 Inproper order from top to bottom) BD C A
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Acolyte bodhisattva on the left side of the Buddha Mogao Cave 45 Copy by Zhang Lijun






